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There are many 
webquest
 activities available to use in your classroom for your ESL students to learn about Thanksgiving. Check out the following sites
:
(
Turkey Trivia Quizzes
)
: 
Let’s Talk Turkey
 from Family Education
  (
Web Tales
)
: 
Wild and Wacky, Picture-Perfect Turkey
 
Day 
from National Geographic
  (
Virtual Tours
)
: 
You are the Historian, Investigating
 
the First Thanksgiving
 from the Smithsonian
 ( 
Fact-Finding
)
: 
Facts for Thanksgiving Day
 from the US Census
Our thanks to you for all you do for our ESL students!  
Shirley Haeuptle, ESL Coordinator and Liz Toro-LEP Support, Stebbins High School
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Qwiki
:
 
http://www.qwiki.com/
 
What
 it
 
does
 This website is similar to Wikipedia. In addition to texts, the topics are presented via 
storytelling, integrating
 different language skills together such as reading & listening. 
How to use
 
in class:
 Students can research about a historical event & receive information with visuals, text, videos & narration. 
Additional online tools can be found at TESOL Connections- November 2011
.
) (
The TESOL Connection 
Ma
gazine (
Keeping English language professionals connected
)
 
has
 recommended several free online resources chosen for their ease of use & helpfulness
.
 
These
 can be integrated in classroom instruction by the teacher or students.
Tools 4 
Noobs
: The summarize tool 
http://www.tools4noobs.com/summarize/
 
What
 i
t
 does
:
 With this tool you can copy & paste a text or insert a URL & then, with the click of a button
,
 summarize what you have entered. 
How to
 
use in class:
 This tool summarizes main points of the paragraph. If you click on the “show sentences” option, the tool provides the entire text as a numbered list of sentences.
SuperLame
 
http://www.superlame.com
 
What
 it does
: This website allows you to upload pictures & create word balloons. It is interactive, easy & fast. 
How to use in class:
 This can be used to help students create comic books or posters. It can also be used by beginner learners to describe certain pictures to practice.
. 
) (
      For Teaching
) (
In October’s newsletter information was 
provided 
about the benefits of reading aloud to ESL students, in 
all
 grade levels. The New York Times Best Illustrated Children Books list for 2011 has recently been announced. Choose one of these books to share with your class: 
1)
 
A Long 
Long
 Road
 by 
Fank
 Viva 2) 
Ice 
by Arthur 
Geisert
 3) 
I W
ant
 M
y Hat
 
Back
 by Jon 
Klassen
 4
) Me…Jane
 by Patrick McDonnell 5) 
Grandpa Green
 by Lane Smith 6) 
Migrant
 by Maxine 
Trottier
 7) 
A Nation’s Hope
 by Matt de la Pena 8) 
A Ball
 
for Daisy
 by Chris 
Raschka
 9) 
Brother Sun, Sister Moon
 by Katherine Paterson 10) 
A 
N
ew Year Reunion
 by Yu Li-
Qiong
.
  
 
Visual samples at: 
Reading
 Rockets
Ice by Arthur 
Geisert
I want my Hat Back by Jon 
Klassen
Me…Jane by Patrick McDonnell
Perhaps 
aselection
 from 
on
 of these award winning books 
f
First
, choose a short title or theme for your newsletter — something like "Class News," or “Back to School.” Then, pick a full title for your newsletter — for example, "Ms. Stahl’s Classroom Newsletter." If you’d like, you can also add a subtitle, volume number
,
 and date for your newsletter. 
Use the body of your newsletter to keep 
parents apprised of major assignments and class events, as well as any school district news. Provide 
explanations of how projects and daily work conform to the state
 standards.
) (
3 Useful Online Tools: 
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