Here are some tips to keep in mind when researching on the Internet:

1. Who is the author or sponsor of the site and what authority do they have to write about the subject?  

Make sure it is a reliable source!  Scroll to the bottom of the page to locate information about the author or sponsor.  Look for a link that will give information about the author’s background, education, or credentials.
2. Does the author or sponsor provide a source for the material that was included on the website?

Scroll down to the bottom and see if a source is listed for the information. 
3. Is there any bias evident in the information?  Is the information one-sided?

Make sure you are getting all the facts and information.  If you find a website with a bias or prejudice toward your subject, try to find the opposing viewpoint as well.  Make sure you are getting facts and not opinions.  Keep your mind open and try to find ALL the facts.
4. When was the site last updated?

This is usually located at the bottom of the page.
5. Is the material relevant to your needs?  Does it give you information for your project?

**  Check out these sites for more information on Evaluating Resources

RADCAB
(www.radcab.com)

University at Albany Libraries  (http://library.albany.edu/usered/eval/evalweb/)

